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Portrayals of Indigenous Cultures

Native American imagery reaches every demographic, even as it is imagined, and is often at the expense of Native
people. Representation matters as misrepresentation is harmful to the well-being of Indigenous youth, continues
the process of colonization, and subconsciously negatively impacts mainstream support for Indigenous sovereignty,
nation-building, self-determination, and more.
How do we reconcile these contradictions? Recognizing and discussing the contradictions and atrocities that coincided with these stories may
be a first step, as well as focusing on the many achievements throughout time and contemporary communities’ issues and cultures that continue today.
Here are just a few Indigenous creatives that made – and are making – strides today - see Contemporary Perspectives section for more!

It’s not only representational, but it’s also about us not having space to express and extrapolate
on things we find important. Indigenous peoples are always asked to the table. No one notices
that we normally do not to get to ask anyone to our table.”
									

– Dr. Joe Stahlman, Ph.D., Director, Seneca-Iroquois National Museum

Top Left to Right:
Promotional Photo Still from “The Lone Ranger”. Jay Silverheels (Mohawk, born on the Six Nations Reservation in Ontario, Canada) on the right. He became a strong advocate
for Native Rights increasingly bothered by the stereotyping of his role. He helped curtail the casting of white actors as Native people. Courtesy of ABC Television/Wikimedia, 1956.
Photocollage of recent books by Native Writers.
Photocollage of “The Red Nation Podcast,” a Native educational pod featuring discussions on Native history, politics, and culture. Courtesy, Wikipedia. 2021.
Bottom Left to Right:
Photo still of FX’s “Reservation Dogs”, a contemporary comedy-drama television show featuring four young Native actors figuring out life both on and off the reservation.
Promotional poster for the movie, “Songs My Brothers Taught Me”, an independent coming-of-age Native American drama. Set on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in SD,
the film explores the bond between a Lakota brother and his younger sister. Wikimedia. 2015.
Promotional poster for the movie, “Blood Quantum”, a Canadian Native American horror film. The film depicts the effects of a zombie uprising on a First Nations reserve whose
residents are immune to contracting the plague because of their Indigenous heritage, but must still cope with the consequences of its effects on the world around them, including
white refugees seeking shelter on the reserve. Wikimedia. 2019.
Chief, Intaglio Print by John Gritts, 1968. National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution. Catalog no. 25/9459. Photo by NMAI Photo Services.
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